Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

Cultural Context
	Cultural context – the world or society of the text, its values and attitudes.

 When? Where? Type of society? Way of Life? Values? Day-to-day rituals? Social, political, religious, economic structure? Roles of men, women, notion of race, violence, social class, customs, rituals, the importance of work.


Key Moments – which scenes or moments best illustrate the social setting?
Part 1: Hailsham - Childhood
Chapter 1: establishes childhood, lifestyle, sense of privilege, games, guardians, beautiful surroundings whilst contrasting with the adulthood of donations - bedsits, long hours driving, clinical rooms/hospitals, lifestyle of a carer is focused on work, no time for self. Children have "normal" childhoods, act like children, play like children. This chapter focuses on minute details, mundane details to establish the day-to-day reality of the lives of the children. 

Chapter 2: normal school life. Creativity is highly valued. Children's friendships and bullying is typical. Emphasis in the narrative on relationships, behaviour, meaning, emotions. Tommy tells Kathy that Miss Lucy toldhim it was alright not to be creative. 

Chapter 3: idyllic, rural setting - pond, rhubarb patch, ducks. The regular, real world is "othered", emphasised as different "outside, out there, they sell everything" p 28. Madame as a representative of "out there" finds the students repulsive "she's scared of us" p 30. 

Key moment: When the children await Madame and realise she is scared of them. Cultural context: they are different, attitudes and values of the rest of the population. Children are shocked, disgusted, it changes them as they become aware of how others see them. 

Chapter 5: Key moment - The Pencil Case: Ruth wants to be special, to stand out, and to be different and important. Context: the children have this need as they don't have families.

Chapter 6: Education - learn about Geography from images from calendars - learn about stereotypes. Why do they learn this? Norfolk. Teach them about health in a graphic way, the importance of them especially looking after their health, not smoking etc. "for you, all of you, it's much worse to smoke" p 63. Kathy then describes their ignorance - what they knew and didn't know about their fate. 

Key moment: Song Never Let Me Go, no parents, famillies, future life, Kathy grasps the pillow in a loving embrace. Never let me go can refer to people, emotions, memory, even humanity. it is a cry of longing, for love, for connection for a better world. Kathy imagines a woman who has given birth to a miracle baby after being told she can never conceive. Madame imagines that KAthy's dance was an attempt to stave off what was to come. She believes the child is pleading with the world not to let her go. 

Chapter 7:  Last years at Hailsham, age 13-16. Darker time, becoming more aware of their fate. Kathy starts to look at the world differently. Stories about suicide and students who try to leave through the woods scare the children - fear controls them. 

p. 73  Miss Lucy's outburst. Key Moment: it describes how the children's lives are predestined, how they have no future, no freedom, no choices. Information is revealed and the reader now finally knows. Is wilful blindness better than knowing? Compare the students to the Proles in 1984 for whom ignorance is bliss, ignorance is strength. 

Student attitudes/values about sex and behaviour revealed in this chapter. 

Children's acceptance/joking about their fates as donors; "unzipping" themselves to let their organs spill out p.80. 

Chapter 8: Children accept their fate and don't fight it. Want to produce good organs, be successful donors.  Kathy and sex. Values concerning sex. 

Chapter 9: p. 93: Kathy as a carer is sorting all the arrangements after her donor has completed. No family to do so.  p.101 Culture Briefing - the students do role plays to find out how to behave in the world out there. 
Part Two: Cottages - Adult
Chapter 10:

Students live in cottages with other donors. Aged 16. More freedom. Still no contact with world out there. Except Jeffers, the caretaker. Conditions are rural farmhouse and outbuilding and always cold. No guardians so they fend for themselves.  Their time is spent in reading, walking and discussing art, literature. Like college students without the college courses.  Students learn how to behave from TV - couples do little gestures from TV shows. 

Key moment: p 113, Kathy pulls Ruth up on mimicking the behaviour of people on TV. It is clear that they learn how to interact from copying other students at the Cottages and from TV. This highlights their isolation from the world outside. Kathy says "It's not what people really do out there, in normal life". 

We see Kathy searching through magazines, looking for her original. Emphasises the students' lack of roots, origin, family and how this affects their identity. This lack is as a direct result of their cultural context. 

Chapter 12: Norfolk Trip. Key Moment. The students' trip into the real world further highlights their isolation from it as does their search for identity especially in relation to possibles. p127 "we believed that when you saw the person you were copied from, you'd get some insight into who you were deep down, and maybe too, you'd see something of what your life held in store". 

Beliefs/Values p 128 "Our models were an irrelevance, a technical necessity for bringing us into the world, nothing more than that. It was up to each of us to make our lives what we could". 

Chapter 13:  key moment: first discussion of deferrals during Norfolk trip. Values of students: Being in love entitles a student to a deferral, to a chance at life. The values and attitudes of the students regarding their lives are very different to the values and attitudes of the rest of the world in this specific cultural context. 
Chapter 14: Possibles, who are they? Guesses about who are used as originals or possibles vary. Ruth believes the Office Worker couldn't be her possible. p. 152 "they don't ever, ever, use people like that woman... We're modeled from trash. Junkies, prostitutes, winos, tramps. Convicts maybe, just so long as they aren't psychos."
Chapter 15: Key moment: when Tommy and Kathy are in Norfolk and have a discussion about the art they created. We see their values -they values life, they don't want to die and they want to hope that Tommy's theory is true -that their Art reveals love and may be used to apply for a deferral. p161. In the world of this text there is hope in the students' theories. Tommy starts working on his animal pictures. 
Part 3: Life as a carer - Donor
Chapter 18: this chapter gives us details about the daily life and routine of an adult clone who works as a carer. The start of this chapter gives a lot of information and insights into the cultural context/world of this text. She describes isolation and a very hard-working work ethic. Carers are not given free or personal time to themselves, they are kept busy. Their personal life is not valued. We get an insight into the life of donors too. Kathy has no home, just a bedsit and spends most of her time on the road, traveling between Recovery Centres. 

Chapter 19: Kingsfield Centre and Ruth's completion. We see intimate details of the lonely completion of the donors. 

Chapter 22:Key Key Moment! Miss Emily explains everything and gives so much information about the cultural context of this text. A really important chapter to explore the values/attitudes of the world of this text as well as some practicalities about who is in power, insights into the normal world's attitude towards the clones. The values of education and Art and the Humanistic values of Madame and Miss Emily. It also highlights the powerlessness of the clones - their fate is decided and they can't get a deferral. They have no rights whatsoever, no say. They are part of a system and cannot escape it. The clones did have advocates and people who tried to support them, protect them and give them better lives. Were their efforts worth it?

On the way home from the visit we see Tommy's reaction (p. 251)to the news which conveys their powerlessness in this world. He is furious, frustrated!!!!!! He then continues his donations, accepting his fate and identifying more and more with the other donors, embracing his identity. 

Chapter 23: Donors on their fourth donation are "greeted by whitecoats smiling and shaking their hand". Being on their fourth gives them status, respect. 

