
I. How do you react to our narrator Kathy? How does she handle her situation, and do you
think she has come to terms with it?

^/2. Why does Ishiguro reveal the plot and circumstances of his story gradually? How does
this style of writing heighten the atmosphere of the novel?

3. How do the friendships that the Hailsham pupils formed at school affect them throughout
their lives? What role does friendship play in Never Let Me Go?

4. What does Hailsham represent to Kathy? Why does she want to seek out her childhood
friends years after she has left school?

5. How does the fact that Kathy and all the other donors have never had parents affect their
lives and childhood? What importance do parents have in our lives? To what extent can
friendships replace this family set-up?

j/6. How does Kathy's relationship with Tommy develop as the novel progresses? What role
does this relationship play in the novel?

7. How would you describe Ruth and Kathy's relationship? Do you think their friendship is
v representative of human friendships in our world? Why/why not? What do you think this

says about human friendships?
8. How do Kathy, Tommy and Ruth react differently as they gradually discover their fate in

life? How do these reactions reveal their different personalities and different mechanisms
for coping?

9. How would you describe the interaction between the donors and the outside world? How
does the outside world view the donors? What is their view of the outside world? To what
extent are they bitter and angry about what is to happen to them?

10. What do you think of the parallel world that Ishiguro has created, a world set in the late
1990s but distinctly different from our actual world? What point do you think the author
is making by creating this sinister world?

II. How does reading about this parallel world make you feel? Why is that?
12. How does taking a look at this chilling parallel world make you react to our own human

society? Do you think our world could ever become like this parallel universe? How
likely do you think it is that cloning will become commonplace in our society? What do
you believe are the ethical implications of this?

13. There are things I am more interested in than the clone thing. How are they trying to find
their place in the world and make sense of their lives? To what extent can they transcend
their fate? As time starts to run out, what are the things that really matter? Most of the
things that concern them concern us all, but with them it is concertinaed into this
relatively short period of time. These are things that really interest me and, having come
to the realization that I probably have limited opportunities to explore these things, that's
what I want to concentrate on. I can see the appeal of travel books and journalism and all
the rest of it and I hope there will be time to do them all one day. But I just don't think
that day is now.' (Kazuo Ishiguro in an interview with Nicholas Wroe in The Guardian,
19 February 2005).

How far do you agree with the author's perception of his novel? To what extent do you think that
the world Ishiguro creates reflects the concerns of our human world? How would you answer the
questions Ishiguro poses?






















