
Why should I care? The thesis statement is one of the (if not the) most important parts of your paper—think of it as the foundation of a house—if your foundation is weak and poorly constructed, what do you think happens to the house? Answer: it falls apart, DUH. 

What is it again? The thesis statement is the announcement of your analytical argument that you intend to make and prove in the duration of your paper.  It is a road map for the paper—it tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper.  It covers a subject combined with your literary opinion from researching the subject. 
Where does it go? It should be placed somewhere in the Introduction of your paper—Many like to put it as the last sentence(s) of their Intro which is fine.

How should I form it? Successful thesis statements provoke thought and should read brilliantly.

· Your thesis statement should include two parts:  WHAT and WHY.

· WHAT:  What claim are you making about the text?

· WHY:  Why should we care?  Why is your claim important?  Your thesis should answer the “so what?” question.

· A thesis statement is usually, but can be more than, one sentence long.
So basically—take your topic sentence, ask it a few questions, answer those questions in a few sentences, and there you have it, a thesis statement. 
Test your thesis statement by considering the following questions:

· Does the thesis show analysis and depth of thought, or is it mainly descriptive?

· Does the thesis present an argument about the material, and is it worded as an argument? 
· Is the thesis contestable? (Would someone potentially want to argue with you about it?) 
· Is the thesis defensible? 

· Does the thesis statement take into account the “so what” question?

A thesis statement is an assertion, not a statement of fact or an observation. 

· Fact or observation: People use many lawn chemicals. 

· Thesis: People are poisoning the environment with chemicals merely to keep their lawns clean. 



A thesis takes a stand rather than announcing a subject. 

· Announcement: The thesis of this paper is the difficulty of solving our environmental problems. 

· Thesis: Solving our environmental problems is more difficult than many environmentalists believe. 


A thesis is the main idea, not the title. It must be a complete sentence that explains in some detail what you expect to write about. 

· Title: Social Security and Old Age. 

· Thesis: Continuing changes in the Social Security System makes it almost impossible to plan intelligently for one's retirement. 

A thesis statement is narrow, rather than broad. If the thesis statement is sufficiently narrow, it can be fully supported. 

· Broad: The American steel industry has many problems. 

· Narrow: The primary problem if the American steel industry is the lack of funds to renovate outdated plants and equipment. 



A thesis statement is specific rather than vague or general. 

· Vague: Hemingway's war stories are very good. 

· Specific: Hemingway's stories helped create a new prose style by employing extensive dialogue, shorter sentences, and strong Anglo-Saxon words. 



A thesis statement has one main point rather than several main points. More than one point may be too difficult for the reader to understand and the writer to support. 

· More than one main point: Stephen Hawking's physical disability has not prevented him from becoming a world-renowned physicist, and his book is the subject of a movie. 

· One Main point: Stephen Hawking's physical disability has not prevented him from becoming a world-renowned physicist. 

	You can revise your thesis statement whenever you want to while you are writing your essay. Writers often discover what their real purpose and point is in the process of putting their thoughts into words and then reading what they've written.


Let’s check out some more examples: 

Process of Creation:  Examples of Literary Thesis Statements (the good, the bad, and the ugly):
1a. (the ugly). 

 
“Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn is a great American novel.”

· What’s wrong with this thesis statement?

· It’s an opinion about the book, not an argument.

1b. (kinda bad)
“In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the shore.”

· Is this better?  How so?  What is still missing?

· It doesn’t answer the “so what?” question—what is   the point of the contrast?  What does the contrast indicate?

1c. (good)

“Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Twain’s Huckleberry Finn suggests that to find the true expression of American ideals, one must leave ‘civilized’ society and go back to nature.”

· This is better. 

· It presents an interpretation of a literary work based on an analysis of its content and answers the “so what” question—it explains the point of the contrast
Example Thesis Statements:

	TOPIC
	THESIS STATEMENT

	Character 
	In The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne depicts Pearl as alien to her society until her father acknowledges her.



	Relationships among Characters
	In The Catcher in the Rye, Salinger shows that the relationship between Holden and Phoebe acts as a positive force on Holden.



	Themes

	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a satire on racism.

	Style: Effective use of imagery, foreshadowing, or symbolism to advance character development, theme or artistic purpose


	Through the use of images and symbols in The Catcher in the Rye, Salinger reveals many subtleties about Holden's sensitive personality

	Style: The point of view, or narration advance character development, or artistic purpose

	The final fifth of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn does not help fulfill Mark Twain's artistic purpose in the novel.



	Setting
	The raft on the Mississippi River in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a place with different rules than the towns along the river.



	Structure
	In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain uses the river journey to illustrate Huck's increasing awareness of the moral hypocrisy in the "civilized" South.



	Historical Context: The social, political, and cultural climate in which the author lived and the novel was created


	Arthur Miller changed some of the facts about the Salem Witch Trials in his play, The Crucible, to advance his artistic purpose.

	Critical Overview: Background on critical reputation of the novel including controversies


	What reasons do critics have for censoring The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn? Subordinate questions: Is the novel obscene? Is the novel racist? Is the language too coarse? Is it immoral?

	Media Adaptations
	The 1992 movie Of Mice and Men more poignantly expresses the alienation and loneliness of migrant farm workers than the novel.



THESIS odds and ends—cleaning up what you should ALREADY know…











