Written Task 1: Part One 

The goal of Written Task 1 is to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of an aspect of the material concerning language and cultural context in an imaginative way.  It must show critical engagement with an aspect of a text or a topic. The subject must be based upon a specific primary source text either that we examined in class or one that has been approved by your teacher. In addition, you should make reference to and draw upon the secondary sources we have read/viewed.
Once you have decided on your area of study and your focus, you may choose any text type that is appropriate to the task. Written task one may NOT be an analytical essay. Imaginative responses could take the form of:

· A series of text messages/emails
· A review
· A formal letter

· A letter to the editor

· An interview

· A feature article 

· A blog

· A pamphlet

· An opinion column

· A magazine article

· A speech
· Short story 
Your imaginative response must look like the text type you are emulating.

Length: The task must be 800–1,000 words in length. The rationale should be 200–300 words in length. If the word limit is exceeded, the assessment of the combined task and rationale will be based on the first 1,300 words.

Rationale (200-300 words)

In the rationale you must answer the following questions:

· What type of written text have you chosen to produce and why?
· From whose perspective is the response being written and why?
· Who is the target audience?

· What is the intended purpose of the response?
· Which part of the course does it relate to? 

· Which learning outcome does it address?
The following examples are intended for guidance only and are neither exhaustive nor compulsory.

· A letter of complaint from a concerned parent, a teenage girl/boy, model, regarding biased language, or to a comic book publisher, advertising company, newspaper etc regarding cultural representation
· An interview with a cartoonist, a comic strip creator, blog designer or creative director 

· A letter from an author, advertiser, cartoonist defending their representation of language and culture

· A Ted Talk that discusses the changing nature of language, uses powerful language 

· A short story that displays the impact of technology on language and or culture

· A letter to a news agency that takes issue with the use media bias

Part 1 Learning Outcomes:
· Analyze how audience and purpose affect the structure and content of texts.
Here we focus on how a text is inseparable from its context is inseparable from text. By looking at an array of texts from children's stories to brochures, we learn not only about various types of texts, but also how they target different audiences and achieve different purposes. Besides asking questions like: "What makes a speech a typical speech?" we should ask: "What makes a speech unique to its context?" You may find yourself looking at several newspaper articles covering the same current event and discussing how and why they are different. 

· Analyze the impact of language changes.
Language does not stand still. Every day people are using old words in new ways. People are coining words and reshaping the language. They do this in order to express their identity, to fit in with a group or stand out from a crowd. Language is a social, regional and historical phenomenon. We cannot avoid the discussion on linguistic decay, especially when talking about things like 'netspeak' or texting. 
· Demonstrate an awareness of how language and meaning are shaped by culture and context.
Imagine you are an archeologist collecting artifacts. Each time you pick up an artifact you wonder what it says about its once-existing culture. We would like to foster the same attitude in English A: Language and Literature. Each time we pick up a text, we ask what it says about the English-speaking world. Therefore we should examine texts from the cultures of South Africa, North America, Australia, India, and the UK, just to mention a few. By analyzing texts from these cultures, we gain some understanding of their traditions, histories and values. 

